Middle Rio Grande Water Assembly 
The 11th Annual Water Assembly



To Close the Gap, What Will You Give Up?

Saturday, June 9, 2007

Dane Smith Hall, UNM

9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Registration begins at 8:30

Registration Fee: $10.00 at the door, continental breakfast & lunch is included

Free parking on Saturdays at UNM. Campus map can be found at http://www.unm.edu/campusmap.htm
Regional Water Plan - 2004
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Middle Rio Grande Water Assembly

P.O. Box 25862, Albuquerque, NM  87125-5862

www.WaterAssembly.org
Ed Payne, Water Assembly President

797-4306 or ed.payne@comcast.net
The Annual Assembly

The Water Assembly has always initiated dialogues on difficult subjects.  After completing the Regional Water Plan -- with lots of community input -- recent annual gatherings tackled tough topics such as the Urgent Shortfall Reality (§10.1.2 of the Plan), over-allocation of our water, and adjudication as a curse or salvation.  This year we will consider what it really takes to tighten our belts enough to balance the water budget.

Background

One of the Assembly’s first products was the Water Budget, published in 1999.  A concurrence among numerous hydrologists showed a substantial gap -- about 20% -- between renewable supply and demands in Sandoval, Bernalillo and Valencia Counties.  With an extensive public process, the Buget guided the development of the alternatives contained in the Regional Water Plan, accepted by the local governments and the state of New Mexico.

While conservation actions have been taken, we still have the gap.  Since 1999, we added 80,000 new residents.  Plans exist for several large new communities, with estimations that population will double by 2050.  While agricultural land has been paved over in places, water consumption often still continues.  Multiple promises have been made to users for the same water.   Not included in the Plan were the needs of the Rio Grande itself and its inhabitants.   While we knew the gap was based upon an unusually wet quarter century, climate change may mean less water or a change as to when it comes.  Not enough water exists to cover all of the current uses, much less new ones.  

Trade-offs Needed
When asked, people say they value certain water uses over others.  High on the desired list is water to keep the bosque vibrant, to keep farmers active, and for clean water to serve indoor uses.  Given the water deficit,  all of these desires can not be concurrently satisfied.

Saying what’s preferable is easy.  We need to ask the tough question:  what will we agree to give up?  The water resource is limited.  To satisfy one use, we have to reduce or eliminate others.  

From the viewpoint of each of the Assembly's diverse advocacy groups, panelists will identify tradeoffs to reduce their water consumption.  They will speak to the pro’s, con’s, and impacts of choices to close the gap.  Attendees will then try to converge on a recommended set of value-based priorities, trade-offs and consequences inherent in those selections.

We Can't Do It All !

The Water Assembly needs to focus its energies.  Given limited human resources, we too need to make choices.  The gathering will vote to select the most effective tasks for the coming year.  

Speak for your Interests !
Advocacy Groups will select their delegates to the Board for next year.
The 11th Annual Assembly Agenda Includes: 

· The Problem, the Plan, and the Holes

· Expert Panel: Additional Resource Stresses

· Pueblo Perspectives

· Selecting the Focus for the Year 

· Advocacy Elections to Assembly Board

· Keynote:  Governmental Viewpoints

· Advocacy Panel: What Can We Do Without?

· Discussion: Convergence on Trade-Off Realities
Participate in creating solutions
Now is a great time to get involved.  Help to ensure that our water plan is implemented.






