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· welcome everyone

· acknowledge elected officials

· who we are 

The Water Assembly is a non-profit, all volunteer grass-roots organization dedicated to surfacing and solving water-related issues affecting the Middle Rio Grande Region, Sandoval, Bernalillo and Valencia Counties in New Mexico.  We welcome the support and participation of everyone who feels water here in the desert southwest is a precious resource.  The volunteers of the WA have an abiding sense of commitment, and that’s the secret of this group’s longevity and success.  The MRG WA is known for it’s profound pledge to public involvement, and willingness to tackle the really tough issues of water in the most populous (and very diverse) region in the state.   I encourage each and every one of you to sign up, participate, and make a difference!

· annual report 

This past year has been seen a number activities undertaken by the Water Assembly.  I'm giong to quickly summarize the key activities from mid-2005 through mid-2006.  The published annual report will be given at the upcoming Business Meeting, and then will be posted at www.WaterAssembly.org.  

2005 Annual Assembly--The 9th Annual MRG Water Assembly ( “Our Water Is Overallocated,” ) was held on June 11, 2005, and drew a crowd of  approximately 100.  Former State Engineer Thomas Turney told the gathering that the middle basin was “fully appropriated” at the time of the signing of the Rio Grande Compact. Since then, population growth, unsustainable aquifer pumping, the OSE’s ‘dedication’ policy regarding the transfer of water rights for development, and uncertainty over unadjudicated Native American and pre-1907 water right claims in the basin have resulted in a regional water debt. Confronting the reality of over-allocation is prerequisite to successful implementation of the regional water plan, and to moving toward hydrologic sustainability in the Middle Rio Grande. A full transcript of the 2005 Assembly presentations and discussion is available on the Water Assembly web page, www.WaterAssembly.org. 

Annual Focus—Adopting far-sighted public policy depends upon a well-educated public. Participants at the 2005 Annual Assembly identified outreach and education as the organization’s main focus for the coming year, with emphasis on publicizing the effects of the regional water deficit, and on encouraging local governments to make use of the MRG water plan recommendations.

Officers & Board--The Water Assembly’s annual business meeting was held on June 14, 2005. Assembly officers elected for 2005-06 were Ed Payne, (President); Martin Zehr, (Vice-President); Larry Shore, (Secretary); and Elaine Hebard, (Treasurer).  These Executive Officers joined the new Board members.

Assembly Representation on WRAC --The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority established a Water Resources Advisory Committee of fourteen citizens to give advice on policies governing the Authority’s Long-Range Water Conservation Strategy, and to develop a work program consistent with the recommendations.  One seat is specifically reserved for a Water Assembly Executive Committee Member.  The committee is working toward updating the water budget with an eye toward balancing water use with renewable supply.  To find out more about the Authority and the WRAC, please visit www.cabq.gov/wua.

Assembly Representation on the Interstate Stream Commission Ad Hoc Committee--In the autumn of 2005, the Water Assembly requested and won a voting seat on the Interstate Stream Commission’s Ad Hoc Committee on Statewide and Regional Water Planning.  This group consists of representatives from 16 water planning regions throughout New Mexico and is assembled to help interface regional water plans with the 2003 State Water Plan.  To date, the group has worked on two issues --watersheds and transfer policies-- with a report to be presented to the ISC in July.  For more information on the Ad Hoc Committee’s membership, purpose, procedures and meetings, check out the links at http://www.ose.state.nm.us/isc_planning_ad_hoc.html.

Water Planning Decision Support System—In partnership with the UNM Earth Data Analysis Center, the Water Assembly submitted a proposal to the State Legislature in 2006.  The proposal sought funding for an open source, open access, web-based Water Planning Decision Support System to assist planners, agency officials, stakeholders and the general public.  The assistance is to be in understanding current hydrologic conditions and comparing possible water use scenarios, planning options, and land use implications in the basin.  The existing Middle Rio Grande model was developed jointly by Sandia National Labs and the Water Assembly for the water planning process, but it contains no graphic or spatial component. With a spatially oriented model, separate data layers that represent different geographic attributes could be combined and presented in the form of maps, making information more visible and accessible to the general public. The Decision Support System would interface with but also be entirely independent of other models such as those used by the State Engineer and federal water management agencies. The funding request was cut from the final budget. 

Outreach—In April, the Water Assembly hosted a public forum on the Rio Grande Compact in conjunction with UNM's Water Resources Program and the New Mexico Water Dialogue.  The Assembly hopes this will become an annual event to circulate information and promote discussion about decisions made by the Rio Grande Compact Commission.  The Assembly also has plans to develop a “Water 101” series for UNM’s Continuing Education program in the near future, and is currently working on a short documentary on the subject of water overallocation and adjudication in the Middle Rio Grande.  The Water Assembly is developing a program to encourage science fair projects related to water and water issues in the region. Any other outreach activities that need to be mentioned?

Web site and lList serve: The Assembly continues to maintain an active list serve -- including dialogue and notices of upcoming events.  

Government Liaison - Following the work plan developed by the Water Assembly’s Plan Monitoring and Implementation Progress working team, the Middle Rio Grande Water Resources Board drafted and conducted a telephone survey to track the thirty-two water plan recommendations that can be implemented by local governments. 

segue into pivotal to rwp and budget

Central to the Regional Water plan, and the ongoing efforts of the WA, is the MRG water budget, and our wet water reality.  To present an overview is Elaine Hebard:

